OFFICE OF THE PLANNING BOARD

Town of Schaghticoke

May 2, 2018
PUBLIC HEARING 

7:30 P.M. Wiley Timber Harvest (Tax Map #61.-1-17.21).  Nathan Piché, forester with New England Forestry Consultants, Inc., appeared to present the proposal to harvest timber from a 29.88± acre parcel located at 7A Albert Drive in an R district. Approximately 8 people from the public were present. Mr. Piché explained that the location for the harvesting of timber is on the side of Rice Mountain, that the parcel was initially land-locked and that Mr. Wiley acquired property that abuts the proposal to allow access to the timber to be harvested. Mr. Piché noted that removal of the trees was intended to open the dense canopy of trees and to allow generation of new growth. In addition, Mr. Piché stated that the property was surveyed, boundary lines were flagged, and that approximately 400 marked trees are planned to be harvested. 
Peter Dziamba, 9 Albert Drive, stated that his property is surrounded by the proposal. Mr. Dziamba expressed concern about the appearance of the land once the harvest is completed. Mr. Dziamba added that Rice Mountain is steep and that he is concerned about the subsequent erosion resulting from the harvesting of timber. He wondered if the property would still look like a forest. He added that he thought the Town of Schaghticoke owned the strip of property behind his land; however, he added that he was aware of the existence of an easement.
Nathan Piché responded by assuring Mr. Dziamba that there would be a remaining fully treed canopy after the completion of the timber harvest, that the roads would be graded to prevent downhill erosion and that excess water would be contained by the installation of water bars.

Mr. Dziamba stated that he had no objections.

Holly Skiba asked who had surveyed the property, what type of wood would be harvested. In addition, she asked for the descriptive term for the type of harvesting to be conducted.

Brian Holbritter, land surveyor, was present. He stated that he had surveyed the parcel, that the type of timber harvest was classified as a shelterwood harvest, and that, mainly, red oak, sugar and red maples would be harvested.
Ken Fleming noted that he had no concerns or objections.

The applicant, Dan Wiley, was present. He stated that he had been a resident of the Town since 1976 and that his background was in forestry, having studied at Syracuse. He added that the forest had become overgrown, that there was a ‘need to weed’ to encourage new growth and a healthier stand of trees. Mr. Wiley added that he enjoys the property and is invested in the welfare of the woodland. He thanked his neighbors for their concern and interest.

There were no objections to the project.

The public hearing was closed at 7:45 p.m.

REGULAR MEETING 

7:46 P.M. Members present were: Chairman Frank Alessandrini, Wayne Akin, Dan Clow, Brian Davidson, Elizabeth Hale, and Robert Weir. Jack Walsh was absent. Kristin Pratt, Deputy Town Attorney, was present.   
The Board reviewed the minutes of the April 4, 2018 meeting.  Wayne Akin made a motion to accept the minutes as submitted, seconded by Dan Clow.

Ayes: Alessandrini, Akin, Clow, Davidson, Hale, Weir   

Nays: None

Wiley Timber Harvest (Tax Map #61.-1-17.21).  Nathan Piché, forester with New England Forestry Consultants, Inc., appeared to present the proposal of Dan Wiley to harvest timber from a 29.88± acre parcel, owned by Dan Wiley and located approximately 1.5 miles south of the intersection of NYS Route 40 and the Melrose/Valley Falls Road. Mr. Piché indicated that the start date for the harvesting is anticipated to be December 10, 2018; completion is estimated to be four weeks after the starting date. Erosion will be mitigated by seeding all disturbed trails/roads upon completion of the project. Water bars will take care of possible erosion until the seeding germinates and takes hold. The application fee, in the form of a check for $50.00. was received.
Brian Davidson made a motion to issue negative declaration of SEQRA. Wayne Akin seconded.
Ayes: Alessandrini, Akin, Clow, Davidson, Hale, Weir   

Nays: None

Dan Clow made a motion to grant final approval for the Wiley Timber Harvest Special Use Permit. Elizabeth Hale seconded.

Ayes: Alessandrini, Akin, Clow, Davidson, Hale, Weir   

Nays: None

Sunshine Acres Subdivision (Tax Map #61.-1-9) John Hartnett, engineer, appeared with regard to a 4 lot proposed subdivision of property, Sunshine Acres, from a 14.49± acre parcel located at the intersection of Calhoun Drive and NYS Route 40. The owner of the property, Don Kehn, was present. The proposed lots have access to public water; individually designed septic systems will be planned. The lots measure 2.60± acres, 2.62± acres 2.49± acres with a residual 6.78± acre lot with an existing dwelling to be retained by Mr. Kehn. Proposed lots #2 and #3 have separate access, each with its own driveway with a side-by-side configuration. Mr. Hartnett pointed out that a similar layout for this subdivision was presented to the Board last Fall. Mr. Hartnett added that he met with the Town Water Department to review the proposed subdivision and plans for public water to be supplied to each of the newly created lots.

With receipt of application, survey maps, short form EAF and application fee, a public hearing may be scheduled for the June meeting. 
Fane Subdivision Pre-filing Conference (Tax Map #61-1-14.12). Mark Danskin, land surveyor, appeared to propose an 8 lot subdivision from a 60± acre parcel, 1100’ deep to be located at the northerly corner of Turner Road and NYS Route 40. The parcel has approximately ½ mile of road frontage on Turner Road. Proposed lots measure from 5± acres to 12± acres. Lot #4, a flag lot, is proposed to be 12.27 acres with a 60’ existing easement, allowing ingress and egress from Route 40. Easements for Niagara Mohawk Power Corp. and the Lansingburgh Water Line run between proposed Lots #3 and #5. The proposed lot width to length ratio has not been changed from the map presented at the April meeting. Lots #5- #8 measure 240’wide by 1100’ deep. According to the Zoning Code the length of any lot should no exceed 4.5 times its width, as measured along the right-of-way. Mr. Danskin stated that the Board could reduce this requirement according to Section IV, D, 1, b of the Zoning Code, providing additional open, green space is conserved within the proposal. 

Mr. Danskin exhibited a survey of the proposed subdivision, including two topographic maps, each showing one half of the proposed subdivision, including a small pond, the planned conservation/open space and a narrow span stretching across the easements in order to create a contiguous configuration of green space. Public water has been deemed available and plans for RCHD approved septic designs for each subdivided lot will be created.  Mr. Danskin informed the Board that the property is showing sensitivity to endangered species, such as the bald eagle, and noted that it is also considered archeologically sensitive. In addition, he noted that there are wetlands located within the heavily wooded proposed subdivision.
Carignan Subivision Pre-filing Conference (Tax Map #60-1-1, 60-1-2, 60-1-29.1). Brian Holbritter, land surveyor, appeared to represent Todd Carignan who is seeking to create two flag lots and a 3.65± acre lot with an existing dwelling while maintaining  200’ of road frontage from River Road, allowing access from the old road location to the proposed westerly parcel. Access to the 3.65± acre lot will continue to be gained from Turner Road. The Carignan family, owners of the property for four generations, currently own 3 parcels, one which is land-locked. The Board discussed the new proposal and concluded that, in spite of the creation of flag lots, the proposed subdivision would be an improvement over the current configuration, as it will create frontage for each of the lots. 
Gifford Pre-filing Conference. Howard Gifford, owner of a 95± acre parcel between Bell and Geary Roads, appeared to propose the subdivision of a 20± acre lot with an existing dwelling for his son. In addition, another 20± acre lot and a residual 55± acre lot will be created. Chairman Alessandrini explained that the Board would require an application, application fee and a survey of the property. Mr. Gifford questioned whether a survey would be necessary. Mr. Alessandrini agreed to check with the County Clerk’s office to ensure that a map or survey of the property is required for the subdivision.

OTHER

Chairman Alessandrini distributed a letter from Neil Hansen, addressed to the Board and including his written comments and concerns with regard to the proposed Wayne Klekamp-Adventure Bound Campground expansion.  Mr. Hansen owns the property adjacent to the campsite proposal. In addition, Mr. Alessandrini provided the Board with a brief update, stating that the archeological studies, required for the Adventure Bound application, have not been completed. To date, an escrow agreement for neither the legal fees nor the stormwater inspection have been sent to the campground applicant. However, Attorney Pratt will consult with Chairman Alessandrini with regard to the appropriate escrow fees and draft the correspondence to be sent to the applicant.

Dan Clow stated that both he and Brian Davidson toured the campsite. Mr. Clow noted that the road entering into the site is privately owned. He stated that there was a gate ¼ mile into the site, at which point the road takes a sharp 90˚ turn. Mr. Clow described the road as ”rough” and in need of resurfacing. On the other hand, Mr. Davidson thought that the rough road would reduce traffic speed. 
Mr. Alessandrini requested the opinion of the Board with regard to the Board members’ review of survey maps in an 11” X 17” format. The Board concurred that the size would be more convenient, but that the type needs to be large enough for legibility.
Bob Weir made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:44 p.m. Dan Clow seconded.

Ayes: Alessandrini, Akin, Clow, Davidson, Hale, Weir   

Nays: None

Abbreviations

DEC – Department of Environmental Conservation 

RCHD _ Rensselaer County Health Department
NYS – New York State




SEQRA – State Environmental Quality Review Act


NYSEG – New York State Electricity and Gas Corp.

SHPO- State Historic Preservation Office
R- Residential District




SWPPP- Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan




Respectfully submitted,



date: June 7, 2018
Elizabeth Hale, Clerk, Planning Board, Town of Schaghticoke

